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SITUATION REPORT NO. 16
INCIDENT NO. 97-003

DATE: January 28, 1997            TIME: 1:00 p.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER:   Winter storms and blizzard conditions statewide.

2. DEATH AND INJURIES:  A stranded motorist in Sioux County suffered a severe case of frostbite on his hands
and ears early January 26 after he left his vehicle and walked 1 ½ miles before he was found by a friend. The
man had been wearing a light jacket and did not have gloves. His medical condition is being evaluated.

3. DAMAGES:  A report by the North Dakota Agricultural Statistics Service indicates that cattle deaths
increased to 38 percent during the week of January 19-25 compared to 32 percent during the previous week. 
Current supplies of hay and forage continue to deteriorate to 47 percent very short to short compared to 40
percent the previous week.  Ranchers are concerned that prolonged cold temperatures, declining feed
supplies and overall health of bred cows and heifers will negatively impact the calving season. A limited
number of dairy farmers continue to dump milk because of blocked access roads to markets.

Federal agriculture officials announced January 27 that they expect North Dakota farmers and ranchers to
seek more than $279,000 in emergency aid. The U.S. Department of Agriculture approved a special
emergency aid package two weeks ago for farmers and ranchers in the Midwest.

Of the counties issuing reports to the State EOC on January 27, five counties reported that 57 rural families
are still without emergency access. Those counties include: Grant County, where 43 families are still isolated;
Wells, where one family is without access; Foster, where three families remain isolated; and Dickey, where
officials estimate 10 families still do not have access. Also, 20 percent of families in Barnes County and 5
percent of families in Stutsman County do not have access. One stranded individual in Barnes County only
has a week supply of propane. A township road to his home is blocked for one half mile.

Severe winter weather conditions throughout the state are causing financial hardship to business owners. The
State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has received reports from business owners about problems to
include high heating costs and the cost of snow removal severely impacting their financial condition.

4. RESOURCES COMMITTED: 

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE:  No change from previous reports.
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FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTIONS: The Burleigh-Morton Chapter of the American Red Cross sent a trailer filled with
blankets, coats, boots and sweaters to the Standing Rock Indian Reservation in Sioux County on January 27.

Williams County farmers are removing snow from streets in the city of Spring Brook.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: Mike Armstrong, FEMA Region VIII Director, will join other federal, state and local officials
during an aerial surveillance flight of Grant County, scheduled for January 28. The National Guard will provide
support for the flight.

Col. Jim Henderson, Region VIII Defense Coordinating Officer, is scheduled to visit the State Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) in Bismarck and south central North Dakota counties on January 28.

State and federal officials on January 27 refined the definition of emergency access to include two lanes,
allowing for two-way traffic.  Officials with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the N.D.
Department of Transportation (N.D. DOT), N.D. National Guard and the N.D. Division of Emergency
Management also discussed snow removal progress.

North Dakota counties are concentrating snow removal efforts on obtaining two-lane access and pushing back
snow. The 12 counties and the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation of the northwest quadrant average 97 percent
two-lane access and 82 percent push back of snow. In the southwest quadrant, 14 counties, including the
Standing Rock Indian Reservation, average 87.5 percent emergency access and 77.5 percent for push back of
snow. Snow removal efforts in eastern North Dakota have been hindered by blowing snow. In the northeast
quadrant, 16 counties and Turtle Mountain and Spirit Lake Sioux Indian Reservations have averaged 73.28
percent access and 23.61 percent push back of snow. The 12 counties in the southeast quadrant report an
average of 62.27 percent access and 17 percent push back of snow.

The N.D. National Guard added two more snow removal missions January 27, with the assignments of a snow
blower in Barnes County and two dump trucks and a loader in Richland County. The National Guard has
entered its third week of snow removal efforts with 25 missions staffed by 62 Army Guard, 17 Air Guard and
24 Air Force personnel. In addition, the National Guard is also tracking four N.D. DOT snow blower missions.
Equipment requirements include: 23 dozers, 16 snow blowers, 23 tractor-trailers, 19 support vehicles, two
dump trucks, five loaders and one grader. Completed missions total 27. Twelve requests for assistance are
pending.

National Guard personnel are producing a video documentary showing the utilization of National Guard
personnel and resources in response to this disaster.

Public affairs officials representing FEMA, North Dakota, South Dakota and Minnesota are preparing an eight-
page newsletter, “Surviving the Storm.” The publication will provide the public with information on winter
weather preparedness and protective measures against flooding. The newsletter will be inserted into North
Dakota newspapers for distribution.

Utility companies have issued safety warnings to North Dakotans, urging them to avoid climbing large snow
drifts dangerously close to power lines. The companies have asked homeowners and contractors to be
cognizant of pad-mounted transformers, meters, regulators and other such electrical equipment when
removing snow. Damage to those energy delivery facilities could be life threatening and could disrupt utility
service.
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The cities of Bowdon, Cathay, Enderlin, Fessenden, Harvey, Hurdsfield, Sykeston have issued Disaster
Declarations. Since the storms began, 52 counties, 52 cities and three Indian Reservations have issued
declarations.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: No change from previous reports.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE:  No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: The forecast for January 29 calls for a 30 percent chance of light snow in western North Dakota and a
40 percent chance in the central portion of the state. The National Weather Service forecast calls for highs
ranging from zero to 10 above. A southeasterly wind could increase  up to 25 miles per hour.

The third Agriculture Snow Emergency Task Force meeting will be held at 2:00 p.m., January 28, at the N.D.
Department Agriculture Commissioner’s Office, sixth floor of the Capitol.

The N.D. Division of Emergency Management’s Situation Reports and photos of snow removal efforts are
posted on the Division’s Internet home page. The address is: “http://www.state.nd.us/dem”.

__________________________________
Raymond J. Staiger, Acting State Director


